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What is Marriage?

Did you know more people get married in the month of June worldwide than 
any other month? It’s not a new thing. Marriage has followed many traditions 
throughout history. It appears that the tradition of June brides dates back to the 
Roman Empire when they celebrated the festival of the deity Juno and his wife 
Jupiter, who was the goddess of marriage and childbirth, on the first day of June. 
In Victorian times, the tradition continued because flowers were more readily 
available for wedding décor, and the scent of the flowers masked body odor. Yep! 
That’s what history records. 

Sadly, just as June weddings were rooted in the pagan culture of the Roman 
Empire, marriage today is being defined by secular trends. We find this God-or-
dained institution under attack from every side. All this further complicated, as 
one hotly contested decision resulted in a deeply divided Supreme Court ruling 
to legalize same-sex marriage. A new definition of marriage has emerged in our 
culture that looks something like this:

Marriage, also called matrimony or wedlock, is a socially or ritually recog-
nized union or legal contract between spouses that establishes rights and obliga-
tions between them, between them and their children, and between them and 
their in-laws, as well as society in general. The definition of marriage varies accord-
ing to different cultures, but it is principally an institution in which interpersonal 
relationships are acknowledged. When defined broadly, marriage is considered a 
cultural universal.

Marriage is beautiful. It is sacred and holy. It was never meant to be confus-
ing, never meant to be so ambiguous, and never meant to be redefined by man. 
Simply put, a marriage is the God-ordained union between a man and a woman 
where both pledge their love, their fidelity, and their lives to each other as long 
as they both shall live. 

I realize that we live in a culture where many people choose to live together 
without the marriage covering, and think nothing of sleeping with someone (or 
multiple partners) before they are married. I know the majority of marriages in 
America end in divorce. That’s why it is so critical for us to hear again and again 
God’s plan, and to be renewed in the Truth of God’s Word as it relates to marriage. 
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Applying God’s Word to Marriage

Recently, when I was preaching at our Orange County, California campus, I 
challenged the congregation: “If you are living together, you just need to get mar-
ried, and soon!” This couple came forward immediately, and they were just crying. 
They said, “We’ve been living together for over 10 years, and we’ve never been 
married. We’ve got a little 6 year-old boy, and we don’t want to mess this up. We 
want to get married. We want to get married tomorrow!” 

He just knew that he was about to be dealt with by God if something didn’t 
change. They were going through a very difficult time financially, so my daughter 
Caressa, who is the co-pastor in OC, purchased some flowers and candles and 
turned this little room at the church into a beautiful wedding chapel. The next day 
my son-in-law Ben performed a lovely wedding ceremony for this precious family. 

“What greater thing is there for two human souls, than to feel that they are 
joined for life–to strength each other in all labor, to rest on each other in all sorrow, 
to minister to each other in silent unspeakable memories at the moment of the last 
parting?” – George Eliot

Can you imagine the curse being broken off of this family? And now they are 
now doing it right, honoring God, establishing His covenant, and building on the 
right foundation. God’s grace is real!

Let this be my challenge to you. Start applying God’s Word to your marriage 
today:

§	So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; 
male and female created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, 
“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth (Genesis 1:27-28).

§	Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate (Mark 10:9).

§	Enjoy life with the woman whom you love all the days of your fleeting life which 
He has given to you under the sun; for this is your reward in life and in your toil 
in which you have labored under the sun (Ecclesiastes 9:9).                                                                                                               

§	Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers a multitude of sins (1 
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Peter 4:8).

§	Be completely humble and gentle; Be patient, bearing with one another in love. 
Make every effort to keep the unity of the spirit through the bond of peace 
(Ephesians 4:2-3).

§	And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God 
in Christ forgave you (Ephesians 4:32).

§	Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be kept pure, 
for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral (Hebrews 13:4).

§	“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares The Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future (Jeremiah 29:11).

The Better Way

In the last 20 years there has been a 550% increase in violent crimes, 400% 
increase in illegitimate births, 2000% increase in teen pregnancy, 300% increase in 
teen suicide. And listen to this; this is astonishing: 70% of the people in jail come 
from fatherless homes! 70% of the prisoners in the United States of America grew 
up with an absentee father, and 79% of people addicted to drugs came from a 
fatherless home! We’re not going to get it right doing it our own way. God’s plan 
works—it really does!

Every single week we have couples that come limping into our services, or 
who just happen to turn on the television and find our Kingdom Connection pro-
gram when they are at the end of a very, very short rope. There has been hurt, 
betrayal, and many times one or both have already decided that it is over. In their 
eyes, divorce is their only solution. They’ve tried what the world told them about 
marriage in the year 2016 and it did not work. Now, at the end of a long hard road, 
they are at rock bottom and ready to give up. But praise God, that He can salvage 
marriage and restore trust and hope and love still today! 

Every step of obedience on your part is met by a God who is standing with 
open arms, with a plan, and with hope for your future and the future of your 
family. 
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The Scripture lets us know that God’s plan is marriage. But watch the Devil. 
As soon as he saw God’s plan he began to attack: In Genesis 3, it’s man vs. woman. 
In Genesis 4, we see polygamy. In Genesis 9, it’s pornography—and pornography 
is lustful looking. And then in Genesis 16, it’s adultery. In Genesis 19, it’s homosex-
uality. In Genesis 34, it’s fornication. In Genesis 38, it’s incest and prostitution, and 
in Genesis 39, it’s seduction. Genesis is the Book of beginnings, and Satan started 
in the very beginning hitting marriage with all of these things. From homosexuality 
to pornography, from polygamy to you name it, the devil did everything he could 
to destroy marriage from the beginning. He’s not giving up yet, but neither are we!

8 Tips to Make Love Last 

§	Love like Jesus Show me a home where the husband loves the wife as Christ 
loves the Church; show me a home where the wife submits to the husband 
as the spiritual head as he leads spiritually; you show me a home where the 
children are obedient to the parents, and I will show you a happy home!

§	Communication is the Key It has been stated that 64% of divorce is caused 
by lack of communication. 64% of the marriages that bust up, bust up be-
cause they don’t communicate or refuse to communitcate, and they get cut 
off from each other: Lack of communication, ignorance and apathy lead 
to the selfish attitude of: “I don’t know and I don’t care.” So tragic. Yet so 
fixable! You’ve got to listen, you’ve got to talk, and you’ve got to give each 
other the ability to do so without judgement and jumping to conclusions.

§	Show Your Affection Blessed are the husband and wife that continue to be 
affectionate, considerate, and loving all the days of their life. Blessed are 
the husband and wife who are as polite and courteous to one another as 
they are to their friends. I’ve seen some men more courteous to another 
woman than they were to their own wife, and vice versa. Blessed are the 
husband and the wife who have a sense of humor, for this will be a handy 
shock absorber.

§	Do Not Stray—Not Even in Your Thought Life Blessed are the husband and 
wife who will joyfully fulfill their marriage vow of fidelity. Learn to guard 
your eyes, guard your affection, and guard your thought life. 
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§	Pray Together Blessed are the husband and wife who thank God for His 
blessings and set aside time each day for Bible reading and prayer. Godly 
men and women produce godly children. Godly men and women produce 
Godly children. Jesus help us! Godly men and women produce godly chil-
dren!

§	Guard Your Tongue Blessed are the husband and wife who never speak 
harshly to each other and make the home a place of mutual encourage-
ment and love. Blessed are the husband and the wife who can work out 
their problems without interference from their relatives! Can I get an Amen 
on THAT one? Blessed are the husband and the wife who dedicate their 
home to the advancement of Jesus Christ, His kingdom, and His Church!

§	Love as if God Were Watching—Because He Is In Genesis 6:8 it says that 
Noah found grace in the sight of God. And God warned Noah of things not 
seen, and he prepared an ark for the saving of his house. His house was 
saved because he heard from God and knew what to do. And like Noah, 
mom & dad, your family will be saved based on what you have heard from 
God. Jesus help us! We need men and women who know how to pray and 
HEAR from GOD! And who are willing to speak the Word of God to their 
families, and have a sensitivity to their family’s needs.  

§	Be the Spiritual Leader of Your Home If your children are only taught in a 
religious setting about God and religion, then they will grow up separating 
their church life from real life, because they never heard it or saw it in the 
home. So MOM and DAD, you’ve got to start practicing it in the home! Your 
home is a classroom and you are the teacher. Will the children pass the 
grade? You must have the power of the Living God flowing through you and 
with a clear mission of victory for your marriage and your family. You must 
have a sure foundation, and that foundation is Jesus Christ!  

Call on the Name of the Lord
You have heard it said that it takes TWO to make a good marriage, but that’s 

not true! It really takes THREE, and you cannot have a good marriage if you leave 
GOD out. 
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Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of 
three strands is not quickly broken (Ecclesiastes 4:12).

We need the help of God! We need the help of God if we are going to keep 
our marriages together and raise up godly children! It was Joshua who said, “As for 
me and my house, we will serve the LORD” (Joshua 24:15). Say that out loud right 
where you are: As for me and my house, WE WILL SERVE THE LORD!

A Word to Wives, Mothers, and Daughters

In Proverbs 31, it paints the portrait of the perfect wife and mother.  It says, 
“Who can find a virtuous woman for her price is far above rubies.” Ladies, you 
listen to me. Your virtue makes you priceless! Your virtue makes you priceless, so 
don’t lose it on an altar of lust. And I am not just talking about infedelity. You are 
perfect the way God made you. You don’t have to compare yourself to every other 
mother and woman. You are unique in your gifts, your abilities, your strengths and 
your beauty. God chose you, first, before any man chose you—remember that. 
It goes on to say, “In her tongue is the law of kindness.”  Say that out loud right 
where you are:  In my tongue is the law of kindness. Choose your words wisely, 
speak love and kindess to your husband, your children, your friends, your family. 
God has entrusted you with much; honor Him with all that you do.

A Word to Husbands, Fathers, and Sons 

Those who take the time to build their homes on the rock of Christ Jesus will 
be able to weather the storms of life successfully, and will have godly offspring. 
Listen to this. The spiritual atmosphere of the home is the father’s responsibility. 
Every day of my life, with rare exception, I go and I pray and the first thing that 
comes out of my lips is this: “May the Lord bless me and keep me, and make His 
face shine upon me, and may He make His countenance shine upon me, and give 
me peace. I go through that prayer every day, and then I start calling my children’s 
names, and my wife Cherise. I plead the Blood of Jesus over them. You know what 
I’m doing? I’m putting the Blood on the doorposts, and I am the priest represent-
ing my family to God. 
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The Enemy is bringing divorce, drugs, alcoholism, greed, lust, etc, to bear 
on our families and marriages to destroy them. That is why we must have godly 
fathers who will be the priest, the prophet, and the king of the homes and stand 
up and cover their families and marriages in the Blood of Jesus.

A Prayer For You

Father, in the name of Jesus, I pray for every marriage, for every reader of 
this ebook, every marriage that’s needing Your help right now. I pray Lord that You 
would move in a mighty way in the home, that we would understand only godly 
parents raise godly children. It’s not enough to come to church, they’ve got to see 
it in everyday life. I pray that a burden would come upon every husband, every 
father, that they would become the priest, they would become the prophet, they 
would become the king, of their home. I pray that the anointing of Proverbs 31 
would come upon every woman, and that she would be the ideal woman that glo-
rifies You in the home, in her career, in her life and through her womanhood, she 
would lead those children to Christ and honor that marriage vow. 

We pray for Your strength and Your help in our homes, that we would not 
fail at the most important mission that you could ever give us in life, because the 
children that you have given us (or will give us), are eternal beings that will live 
somewhere one million years from now. May WE Lord Jesus raise up a crop of god-
ly children and godly marriages, and godly families that bring Glory to Your Name.  
AMEN! 
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